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T
his year is the 40th anniversary of the Miura.
Well..., actually it isn’t. When it went on the stand
at the 1965 Turin Show, the naked Miura chassis
was a bodyshell short of a car. No one had even

been commissioned to design its clothes. Nevertheless, the
order book was a blur of activity as deposits were laid down
blind. At Geneva the following year, Lamborghini once again
stole the Show but with the finished item – a P400 Miura. 
The body boasted Bertone badges but a 22-year-old Marcello
Gandini working at Bertone took much of the credit.

Frequently labelled the world’s most beautiful car, the 
Miura is certainly the jewel in the Lamborghini crown and the
twinkle in the bull’s eye. About 760 Miuras were made but
fewer than half exist. The Miura was the first time that the
Lamborghini bull gored the Ferrari stallion. The list of celebrity
Miura buyers was endless. While the aristocracy posed in their
Miuras at Monaco, pop stars went on Miura-crashing frenzies.

Currently unattainable to all but the rich, t’was not always
thus; there was a time in the late 1970s and early 1980s when
a tatty Miura was almost affordable but for me the icon
quickly escaped into the financial stratosphere. Prices
climbed, fell, hovered and soared, but always out of my
league. Then one day in the summer of 1996, the phone rang.

The Find
Like a motoring fairytale, a girlfriend was out walking cross-
country in Hertfordshire when she stumbled over it in a
farmyard. “I have found an old car that might interest you,”
she said. “It has a buffalo badge and the engines have
Lamborghini written on them in braille.” I deduced that the
‘buffalo’ could be a bull, the ‘engines’ could be the four cam-
covers and the ‘braille’ was the Lamborghini raised scripts. It
was when she read out the chassis number that I realised she
was serious. The next day we found the farmer and obtained
the phone number of the Lamborghini’s owner. 

The Italian car world is relatively small and it turned out
that we knew the buffalo’s owner – a UK Italian car collector
who spends much time in Japan. He bought this Italian-spec

FINDING A MIURA IN A
FIELD IS ONE THING;
BRINGING IT BACK TO
LIFE IS ANOTHER
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